
 

 

Pro News Market Update 

“Produce from the Ground Up” 

For the week of: February 12th 2012  
 

  

Happy Valentines Day  

  
 
 

       Editors Pick --  From Last Week                                                
 

 
Eli and the Giant’s by a field goal  
 
Even though I have not attended as many super bowl games as Rick 
Squires, since I just missed it by one point, I will bet he calls me next year 
when he places his bet !!! 



 

 
Weather Report 
Low temperatures in the low to mid-30s in the coldest areas of the Yuma 

valley warm to the 40s as the storm passes through, with cooler drier air 

following for the balance of the week. Light to moderate lettuce ice is 

possible in the Western Yuma valleys . High temperatures will be in the 

upper 60s to low 70s the front part of the week then climb back into the 70s 

through the weekend. 

                     

LETTUCE   

Lettuce The lack of demand for lettuce has kept the market at a constant 

low. Industry volume is still slightly above budget; however, most shippers 

are now walking past fields and not harvesting the lettuce. This will 

decrease future volume. At present, beginning of the day inventories are 

high, which adds pressure to move holdover lettuce at a discounted Freight 

Onboard. Quality and condition is good and weights range between 38 and 

40 pounds 

 

Leaf Lettuce   Good supplies, quality continues to improve, as you can 

see Harold is a man of few words, but not me. So I will add, the primary 

region is Yuma, AZ.   

 

Romaine  

Romaine supplies continue to be very good industry wide. Demand is 

fair. Promotional volumes are available for the next two weeks. Quality, 

color and condition all continue to be very good with a dark green color. 

Weights are in the 36- to 37-pound weights with lengths ranging from 12 to 

13 inches. 

 

Radicchio  --   Good availability. 

                                          

Spring Mix – Spring Mix supplies are good this week with quality 

improving, but again if you have not looked at Heritage Blend, you should! 

 

TOMATOES   
Bulk Avoid the Big Chill. With bananas, it's easy to remember not to 

refrigerate them because they turn brown. We don't have this “tell” with 
tomatoes. So, you just have to remember never to refrigerate! A chilled 
tomato will not finish ripening as cold halts the ripening process. Cold also 
kills the flavor of tomatoes, so even when the tomatoes are fully ripe, keep 
them out of the refrigerator.  We are seeing the effects of some Florida 
tomato packinghouses shutting down for their planned late winter skip’, and 



the ones that are still producing are enjoying a better market overall, 
especially on the smaller sizes. 
 
Romaôs   We have good availability  
 
Cherry / Grape Tomato ï  Same as Roma’s.  

 
AVOCADOS 
The Avocado market is stable after the Super Bowl pull. Typically the 2nd 

largest pull of the year (behind Cinco de Mayo), demand is good. The 

market is not in an over-supply situation. Prices have most likely reached 

their peak and will remain stable into Week 4. The steady 48 price increase 

in the last few weeks has caused some major retailers to switch to size 

60s. This is helping keep a healthy overall supply and demand relationship. 

California: Some growers have begun harvesting some larger sizes to get 

some weight off the trees ahead of the big crop year. Volume will stay very 

light for the coming 3-5 weeks and increase in early March. Overall fruit is 

looking good and growers are eager to begin the season. There still 

remains the threat of freeze damage as we are still in winter, however, the 

crop overall is looking like it will be above average. 

  

BROCCOLI   
Supplies continue to be strong on bunched product as well as crowns, and 
suppliers are looking to move volume at discounted pricing. Ideal weather 
in the growing regions has increased supplies. 
   

Brussel Sprouts:  

I telephoned too late for Jared, and no one else there seems to care, come 

to think of it, I think the only one whoever ask me about them is Don 

Hughes and he only buys them at the grocery store!. 

CARROTS 

Adequate supplies from Bakersfield through February, with a smooth 
transition to the Imperial Valley anticipated, coming in March.  
 

CAULIFLOWER  

Growers are continuing to deal with some sporadic brown spotting, but that 

said, overall quality has picked up compared to the previous week. As 

reported last week, Cauliflower supplies are correcting themselves. 

Conditions will remain strong with white curds, but sizing of the flower will 

be smaller than what has been shipped over the last few weeks. 

 

CELERY 

The overall market for Celery is lower than last week. Volume is expected 

to be steady all week. The percentage of sizing is as follows: 24s at 30 

percent; 30s at 40 percent; 36s at 20 percent; 48s at 10 percent. This 



seems to be the trend in all growing regions (including Yuma, Ariz.; and the 

Imperial, Oxnard and Santa Maria areas of California). The overall quality 

is good, so says Harold. 

 

POTATOES 

Get well soon Dominic – from all of your friends at Pro 

Mark!!   

 The market is up slightly as we have moved into Burbank’s, and 

Norkotah’s are about two weeks away, however Ben [Dominic’s healthy 

brother], advises they will be short lived, at which time we will move back 

into Burbank’s for the remainder of the season.       

 

ONIONS 

Remind me …. Not to say it can’t get any lower, because it did !! 

  

BELL PEPPERS/CUCUMBERS/SQUASH                    
 Green Bell -- Plentiful availability, excellent quality 
 Red Bell Peppers  -- Prices firming on red bells, as a result of  decreased 

production. During early January demand exceeded supply on green bells. 

Growers harvested red bell crop early and packed as green. We are now 

seeing the effect as reduced supply on red bells. Steady availability for 

yellow bells.   

Cucumbers -- We have returned to a situation of plentiful 

supplieséquality is outstanding. New varieties are producing strong yields 
and outstanding quality.  

 

   Apples 
Prices remain steady for storage crop apples and pears. Good availability 

on trucks. Size profile currently favors smaller sizes. The late harvest, 

combined with cool fall temperatures, have resulted in smaller sizes 

overall. Large sizes (72, 56 & 48) command premium prices. Good 

availability on all new crop varieties, including Braeburn, Fuji, Gala, Golden 

Delicious, Granny Smith and Red Delicious…also Braeburn; Bartlett, Bosc 

and D’Anjou pears. Demand is strong for both the export and domestic 

markets. 

 

     Oranges                 Lemon  

 



Approximately 10% of California’s navels and 20% of its mandarins have 

been damaged by a record number of freezes during the 2011-2012 

growing season. The Navels are in full production. Quality looks very nice 

and fruit is now full natural color. Pack outs are running heavy to fancy 

grades. Quality and supply is good on lemons as well.    

Navels are in good supply in all 3 production areas. Eating quality is 

improving with fruit full color. Growth has been below expectations due to 

lack of rainfall. Large sizes continue to be tight. Best volumes sizes 

available for promotions are 72s and smaller. Cara Cara’s are in good 

supply. Promotable supplies will continue from this point forward 

LIMES 

                              
  

Quality of the limes is excellent this time of the year.  
Limes are becoming darker in color and shelf life is 
good.  Sizing is more uniformed.  Stylar is becoming 
less prevalent as we progress further into new crop.   

 
Availability of limes is becoming more and more difficult as the rain in lime 
country is playing havoc on the harvesting schedule.  Cooler nights and the 
winter months are also causing the trees to produce less volume. 
 
Pricing remains strong for all sizes of limes.  Expect the market to continue 
to climb as we move into next.  
 

GRAPES  

There will be plenty of red seedless available this week and next week and 

then they will start to tighten up and remain on the shorter side until the end 

of February.  Green seedless will remain tight.  We will see increased 

numbers of black seedless and red globes arriving.  We have good 

supplies of snack packs in Parlier and Yuma.   

 

STRAWBERRIES 

Unusually cool weather turned into ideal growing conditions as the 
Southern California strawberry season kicked off for most growers in 
December and January. 
As of Feb. 4, Southern California growers had shipped 3.1 million trays of 
strawberries, more than doubling the 1.5 million trays shipped at the same 
time last year when the region was deluged by rain, according to the 
Watsonville-based California Strawberry Commission. Conditions so far 
have been very conducive to great quality and size, with mild temperatures 
and dry early conditions 
 
The California Strawberry Commission Launched a New Recipe Blog, 
[which begs the question, is there a blog for radicchio?], Readers are 
invited to get free recipes and join the conversation at 
http://www.californiastrawberries.com/in_the_kitchen/.   

http://www.californiastrawberries.com/in_the_kitchen/
http://www.clipartguide.com/_pages/0512-0704-0917-0084.html


 

MANGOES     

      

            
The National Mango Board is encouraging marketers of the fruit to 

participate in ripening programs, in advance of a pilot research program 

scheduled to explore a ripe/ready-to-eat mango program, the Orlando, Fla.-

based board sponsored a workshop in November. The workshop featured 

marketers and ripening specialists to show board members how ripening 

programs can help increase movement, according to a news release. 

 

Detailed opportunities that ripening provides to improve postharvest 

processes and increase mango quality, will be announced as they move 

forward with the project, now that their board has approved funding of the 

project.   

 

There is a host of Mango information available at: www.mango.org       

 

MELONS   

Honey Dews – Honeydew supplies are still difficult and will be thru this 

entire week.  Prorating has been the word on Honeydews lately [demand 

exceeds supplies], but hopefully more supplies will surface next week.  

Quality on Honeydew is still good to excellent, in spite of supply side 

issues.  

. 

Cantaloupe -- The market has come off a bit this week and should see 

cheaper pricing next week. More off shore melon volume to become 

available next week. Additionally, Large sizes will be more available as the 

week progresses.  Demand continues to exceed supplies. Fruit is 

extremely limited. Quality is very good and the market is steady.  
   

Thank You !!!!   For Your ongoing support of the Pro Mark 

Group 

    

 

                                                                 Ron Orr 

                                                         Produce Peddler 

                                                 Pro Mark 

http://www.mango.org/
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/be/La_Boqueria.JPG


                                                         [573] 680-1066 

                                                         ronorr@promarkproduce.com   
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